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Annual Appeal 2020-2021 
 
Dear , 
 
Amid what can only be called surreal times, I hope that you and your family are safe and well.   
 
For over one hundred years, St. Joseph School has opened its doors and welcomed students into classrooms 
each fall.  I am so incredibly proud and grateful that this academic year has been no exception.  But, it has 
been exceptional and it would not have been possible without the hard work of our administration, faculty, 
and generosity of our community.   
 
During the state mandated closure in the spring when there was a great deal of uncertainty, our faculty and 
administration did what they always do: prioritized the education of our children, and put faith in God that He 
would provide them with the strength and tools they needed.  Since the closure on March 13th, St. Joseph 
School has accomplished the following: 

• Reopened the school virtually on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 with Connected Education, meaning the 
faculty  readjusted their teaching plans and learned new technology,  in three days including a 
weekend. That allowed for uninterrupted continuity of education for our students; 

• Employed new technology to so our principal and faculty could consistently interact with parents and 
students; 

• Provided faith-filled messages of hope in daily prayers and live-streamed the “Children’s Mass” each 
Friday as a way to bring our school community together spiritually; 

• Worked closely with the Superintendent of Education at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the PA 
Department of Education over the summer to plan for in-person return to instruction this fall; 

• Launched a comprehensive Re-Opening Plan by the beginning of August outlining new safety protocol; 

• Purchased necessary PPE, including face shields, desk dividers, & cleaning equipment to ensure the 
safety of students; 

• In late August 2020, St. Joseph School reopened—offering both in person and virtual options—to 
over 250 students.  

 
It is truly humbling to see what our school has endured and accomplished over the last six months.  It is also a 
reminder that through God all things are possible. As a parent of a child at St. Joseph School, I have quite 
literally been moved to tears watching the work of Jesus being performed in a most selfless way by our 
teachers and staff.   
 
Our school has taken significant and difficult steps to create a balanced budget so St. Joseph School can carry 
out its mission for the next 100 years.  With the additional COVID related costs and the CARES funds not 
extended to private schools, our Annual Appeal is so vital. The cost to educate one student is $6,299 and our 
tuition is $4,275—the difference is made up from generous donors.  Would you please join my husband and 
me, in donating to the 2020-2021 Annual Appeal? No donation amount Is too small, and to give you an idea of 
how far we can stretch dollars, your gift of:   

• $427 pays for tuition for one student for a month 

• $80 covers the cost of our Library system for one month 

• $25 supplies one month of supplies for the nurse's office 



ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT, 2945 KINGSTON RD., YORK, PA 
(717) 755-1797; Development@SJY.org 
THANK YOU!  
Every gift matters and benefits every family of St. Joseph School! 

Levels of Giving 
KING’S COURT ......... $1000+ 
QUEEN’S FAVOR .$500-$999 
BISHOP’S TABLE ..$200-$499 
LOYAL KNIGHTS ..$100-$199 
GOLDEN SQUIRES ...... $1-$99 

 I am a SJY... 
 ALUMNUS ...... YEAR_______ 

 PARENT 

 GRANDPARENT 

 PARISH MEMBER 

 FRIEND 

 
 
 
Later this fall you will receive our annual Impact Report outlining how gifts to our school are used but briefly, 
the Annual Fund offsets the costs of faculty salaries, benefits, and continuing education. These funds are used 
to aid the curriculum and keep our campus safe and clean. Your gift to Annual Appeal is both an investment in 
our mission and investment in the spiritual legacy of our students as the future of the Catholic Church.  
 
Of course, these are hard economic times and there are tangible, non-monetary ways to help our school as 
well.  Specifically, we ask for the following: 1) pray for our students, faculty and staff that they remain healthy 
during this academic year and that the Holy Spirit guide both their teaching and their learning; 2) if you are a 
parent or relative of a student and have your clearances, volunteer for recess duty so that our teachers may 
use that time for planning; and 3)spread the word about the good work our little school is doing, educating 
young minds and promulgating our faith.   
 
On behalf of our pastor, Fr. Steve, our principal, Mrs. Eck, the St. Joseph School Board, and most importantly, 
the faculty, staff and students of St. Joseph School—thank you for helping us continue to create community 
and support to the young people we serve, even in the midst of a pandemic!   
 
May God bless you and keep you. 
 
Sincerely. 

 
Deirdre H. Savarese 
SJY Parent and Communication Chair, SJY School Board                                                      
 

Please mail in this form below or make an online donation at www.sjyschool.com/annualappeal 

 
Yes, I/We want to enable children to Witness Our Difference of St. Joseph Catholic School   
Please accept my tax-deductible contribution of $ _____________________                                        
Name (as you wish it to appear on the Annual Report): ________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
City:                                                   State:                           Zip:___________                                          

 United Way Donation                                                    (company) 

 I want to double my contribution with a company match gift                 (company)                    

 I prefer to fulfill my donation in installments of ____________________ 

 I made a Thrivent donation  

 Please contact me about creating a legacy gift ___________(phone #)  

 I am interested in learning more about designating my taxes to a scholarship                                              
at St. Joseph School 

http://www.sjyschool.com/annualappeal

